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SUBJECT: SOVIET AND EASTERN EUROPEAN BUSINESS VISITORS 

REF STATE A-77, JANUARY 7 

1. IN VIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENTS OF THIS PAST WEEK, I HAVE 
GRAVE DOUBTS ABOUT THE DESIRABILITY OF GOING AT THIS TIME 
TO THE POLISH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INFORMING THEM 
THAT WE ARE ABOUT TO INSTITUTE THIS NEW PROCEDURE. I 
CANNOT HELP WONDERING: (A) WHAT THE REACTION OF POLISH 
OFFICIALS WILL BE TO THIS STEP AT A TIME WHEN THEY THEM- 
SELVES ARE UNDOUBTEDLY WONDERING ABOUT THE POTENTIAL EFFECTS 
ON US-POLISH TRADE OF THE SOVIET DENUNCIATION OF THE TRADE 
BILL; (B) WHAT THE WESTERN PRESS WOULD MAKE OF THIS PROCEDURE 
IF IT SHOULD BE CALLED TO THE ATTENTION OF WESTERN JOURN- 
ALISTS BY EASTERN EUROPEAN OFFICIALS. 

2. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, I CONSIDER THIS A RETROGRADE 
STEP, WHICH WILL HINDER US HERE IN OUR CONTINUING EFFORT TO 
IMPROVE BUSINESS FACILITIES FOR WESTERN BUSINESSMEN. I AM 
ALSO FAR FROM CONVINCED THAT IT REPRESENTS EITHER A 
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IT IS DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE. HOWEVER, THIS MESSAGE ARISES NOT 
FROM THESE CONSIDERATIONS, BUT FROM MY CONCERN THAT ANNOUNCING 
THIS CHANGE IN PROCEDURE AT THIS TIME TO THE POLISH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY MAY, AT A MINIMUM, BE SERIOUSLY MISINTER- 
PRETED BY OUR POLISH OPPOSITE NUMBERS OR, AT A MAXIMUM, 

RESULT IN UNWANTED PRESS ATTENTION. 

3. 1 HAVE THEREFORE INSTRUCTED THE CHIEF OF THE EMBASSY'S 
CONSULAR SECTION NOT TO APPROACH THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ON 
THIS MATTER AND NOT TO IMPLEMENT THE REMAINDER OF A-77 
PENDING RECEIPT OF A REPLY TO THIS MESSAGE. 
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